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SUB J : OHIRA DISCUSSES ASIAN SECURITY IN PRAVDA INTERVIEW 

1. PROMINENT ARTICLE IN PRAVDA MARCH 30 BY TWO TOKYO CORRESPONDENTS 
DESCRIBES IN GLOWING TERMS JAPANESE REACTION TO BREZHNEV REPLY 

TO TANAKA, INCLUDING FIRST MENTION OF FACT THAT VREZHNEV MESSAGE 
CONTAINED INVITATION FOR JAPANESE PRIMIN VISIT TO USSR. 

CENTERPIECE OF ARTICLE IS INTERVIEW WITH FONMIN OHIRA, WHO 
COMES OUT STRONGLY FOR SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN ASIAN AFFAIRS. 

IN SERIES OF COMMENTS WHICH MUST BE MUSIC TO SOVIET EARS, 

OHIRA SAYS THOUGHT SHOULD BE GIVEN TO " SYSTEM OF SECURITY IN 
ASIA," NOTING THAT SOVIETS THINKING ABOUT SUCH SYSTEM. 

CAUTIONING THAT CONTENTS OF SYSTEM NOT YET CLEAR AND EVERY 
ASIAN COUNTRY HAS ITS OWN CONCEPT, OHIRA EXPRESSES JAPANESE 
WILLINGNESS " CARRY ON FRANK EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS WITH COUNTRIES 
HAVING GENERAL INTEREST IN THIS TOPIC.” HE GOES ON TO SUGGEST 
THAT JAPAN' S CONTRIBUTION CAN BE ESPECIALLY IN ECONOMIC FIELD. 

2. COMMENT: OHIRA’ S BOW IN THE DIRECTION OF SOVIET CONCEPT 
OF ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY, COMING LESS THAN TWO WEEKS 
AFTER ENDORSEMENT IN USSR IRAN JOINT COMMUNIQUE, WILL GIVE 
ADDITIONAL RESPECTABILITY TO THE STILL VAGUE SOVIET CONCEPT. 

SOVIETS CAN BE EXPECTED TO EXPLOIT THIS DEVELOPMENT IN THEIR 
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CONVERSATIONS WITH ASIAN FOREIGN MINISTRIES AND DIPLOMATS. 
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